
 

          

Be curious! 

Show interest in your child’s artwork by asking them to tell you more about it. You will be amazed by the 

elaborate explanations you’ll hear about a seemingly simple drawing. Sharing thoughts and experiences 

about art making is a great way to make a connection with your child and show them that you are 

genuinely interested in what they have to say. 

Try to avoid interpretation.  

Most of us have been there… trying to dig out of a hole after saying, “I love your fish” only to hear your 

child respond, “It’s not a fish, Dad, it’s a tiger.” Sharing your own interpretation of what it is your child 

created may make them feel as though they have fallen short if they have not in fact drawn what you 

thought you saw. They may feel embarrassed to share their original idea, thinking it was silly or that they 

drawing skills are subpar. Empower your child by giving them the freedom to share the details of their 

drawing. Take their lead, and ask questions depending on what they say.  

Complement the details and hard work you notice in 

your child’s artwork.  

Specific feedback helps your child understand what you mean when you say, “It’s beautiful,” and it can 

really help a young artist identify their strengths. Focus on your child’s process rather than their final 

product. For instance, try saying, “I love the way you blended those colors!” or “The feathers on your bird 

are so detailed” rather than “It’s a really pretty painting!” Go the extra mile to reinforce their creativity! 

Don’t just say you love it, tell them why.  

Be supportive, never critical. 

Your child needs your unconditional acceptance and encouragement when it comes to expressing their 

emotions in their artwork. Even if you can’t see what they see, give positive feedback and support. Every 

piece of art is a piece of your child.   
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